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I crave, Sir, your Indulgence on this imperfect 
Account, and am, with all pollibie Refped, 

SIR, 

Dean-flrcet Sobs, March 8, 

1 749-.Sc* Tour moft humble , and 

mo ft obedient Servant, 
Daniel Peter LayarcL 

XV. 

The Reverend Mr. Roger Pickering, F. R. S< 
to the Prelid ent, concerning the fame . 

Alckrmanbury, March 8 . 1749-50. 

S I R, 

Read March 8./ H E Earthquake this Morning, 
1749-50. which happen’d at fo early an 

Hour as to furprife moft People in their Sleep, I had 
all the Opportunities imaginable of obferving to as 
much Exactnefs as ‘Phenomena of this Nature can 
be; and therefore do mvleif the Honour to prefent 
you with this early Intelligence. 

About a Quarter after f I was lying in Bed awake, 
and under the Compolure which one generally feeis 
upon recovering from a regular and rctrefning Sleep. 
To this the Serenity of the Morning greatly con¬ 
tributed, as well as the gradual Incrcale of L : ght, 
which, the Shutters being open, could cafily be 
perceived thro’ the linen Furniture of the Bed and 
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Window-Curtains. I mention this Particular, be¬ 
cause, every Objeft in the Chamber being thus ren¬ 
der'd fufficiently diflind, I had the Opportunity of 
examining the Event by the Evidence of my Eyes, 
as well as that of my Ears. On a fudden I heard a 
Sound like that of a Blaft of Wind ; fuch a Blaft I 
mean, as thofe wc perceive in the dry windy Days, 
fo frequent with us about the Equinoxes; one that, 
at different Intervals, riles gradually to its full 
Strength, and gradually dies off. The Attention 
this occafion'd led me very fenflbly to perceive my- 
felf rais’d in my Bed (which flood N. and S.) and to 
obferve, that the Motion, as I lay upon my Back, 
began on my right Side, and from Head to Foot 
inclined me towards the left. 

This was nearly inftantaneous with the Commence¬ 
ment of the Blaft, and I immediately concluded it to 
be an Attack of the fame kind with that on this Day 
wasa Month. The Senlation I felt at this time was 
rather folemn than terrifying; fo that I patiently lay 
to obferve the following Circumftances. 

The firft Shock being given, the Motion that 
followed was that of a very quick Vibration; and 
looking at the Curtains of the Bed, l perceived 
their Motion was fnnilar. The Hinges of the Draw¬ 
ers of a Drc fling-Table on my right Hand clapp'd, 
not only diftinftly, but confiderably loud ; and a 
Sound, fuitable to its Materials, came from every 
moveable Body in the Room. The whole Shock, 
to my Judgment, lafled about io or ij Seconds of 
Time; when, the rufhing Noife abovc-mcntion'd 
having gradually died away, every thing wasreftored 
to that Calmncfs which had preceded the Event. 

I then 
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I then rofe, and found by my Watch that it was 
half an Hour part 5. 

I am not able to judge of the comparative Force 
of this Shock with that on this Day Month; for I 
was then at my Houle on Enfield-Chace, where it 
was not in the leaft perceived, nor nearer to there 
(as I can learn) than Edmonton, which lies, in a S.E. 
Direction, about 3 Miles and a half nearer to Town. 
But one of my Chsmnics in Town has fuffer’d by 
this Shock; and I am informed that two others 
have been thrown down in Monkwtll Street and 
yewin Street, which lie in a N.W. Direction, from 
Aldermanburj, at about ~ of a Mile Diftance. 

I think, Sir, I have fomewhere found it obferved 
by the antient Naturalifts, that Earthquakes ufuaily. 
tho’ not conflantly, happen in the Spring and Au¬ 
tumn; and the Principle they go upon gives feme 
Credit to their Obfcrvation. However, this induced 
me to look over my Minutes of fuch Earthquakes 
with us as have come to my Know lege lince the 
Middle of the lafl Century. Thcle I found as fol¬ 
low; viz. 


ip Jan. i 66 f 6 at Oxford - * about 6 Even, 

17 Sept. 1683 at ditto - - about 7 Morn, 

p Off., ditto thro’the Midi* 1 Counties about 11 Night. 


■8 Sep. 16 p 


f In London, and Parts 
, \ adjacent, and in the 
' 1 Engltfi Camp in 
{blunders 


about 2 


282)^.1703 In the N. of England about 5 Even. 
c r , (In London, and about! 

* ^ ebruar y ) 7 Miles round, & from l about 12 \p.tn. 
l 7 4 ^private Hands at Calais J 

S M.i reb 
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{ In London, where! 

elfe, at prefent > about Morn, 
unknown, J 

Out of thefe feven Inftances, you will perceive* 
Sir, that 5 have happen'd in the Autumn, 2 in 
Spring, and 2 in December and January ; fo that 
the Balance in Favour of the ancient Observations 
is as f to 2. I beg Leave alfo to obferve, that of 
thefe, the 2 in the Spring are thofe we have fo 
lately felt, and thofe, after the opened Winter, and 
in the warmed Spring, that our Country, podibly, 
ever knew. How far this Obfervation may be ap¬ 
plicable to adjud the Caufe of the two late Earth¬ 
quakes, it would be impertinent in me, to offer 
to you. 

You will pleafe, however, to excufe me, Sir, if 
I take the Liberty of my Fun&ion to obferve, that, 
however obvious, in general, the fecondary Caufes 
of thefe Thanomena may be; there is fomething 
fo peculiarly affe&ing, fo driking, in thefe folemn 
Struggles of Nature, as irrefidibly fuggeds to the 
Mind the unfpeakable Grandeur and Majedy of God, 
and arifes in full Evidence of the Exidence, Wifdom, 
and Power, of the Lord of Nature. 

It is. Sir, with very great Edeem that I take the 
Honour of being, 

SIR, 

Tour moft obedient humble Servant, 

R. Pickering. 
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